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Soviet Artillery

1. The Soviets place more faith in artillery units than in any other type
.of unit. Taking their cue from the significant role played by artillery
in the last war, the Soviets have considered most urgent the development
of a strong, motorized, and highly mobile artillexry force.

2. ‘Source report: that there are approximately 30 modern mtoris'od artillery
divigions. In gddition to theze 30 divisions there is a special group
of 9,000 motorized guns of large calider.

3. An additional group of 15 divigions is in the process of belng organiged.
These divisione will be furnished with trucks., They will constitute the
artillery support for Soviet infantry which will be motoriszed and equipped
with modern means of transportation. Each of these 15 motorigzed artillery
divisions will have attached to 1% a regiment {eic) of fighter planes
which will be responsidle for covering the flanks of the infantry unite
which are being supported. :

&, Altogether, ths Soviet artillery will amount to adout 100 divisions, in~
cluding ansi~-aircraft artillery.

Anti-airoralt Artllliery

5. Considerable atiention has also been given to the dsvelopment of anti~
alroraft artillery. A new 127 mm cannon with e range of 8,000 meters
18 now in use in anti-aircraft unita. These guna, which are called
“gurprise cannon®, are unusually mobile and are fitted with the most
modern sighting devices. The SBoviets place great faith in them “MUST BE
of Sov!.ﬂdndnstw. E “.“s D‘Sﬂ“BUﬂON LISTING
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6. “There are about 28 divisions of Sbviet enti-siroreft artillery.

7. Almost all of thees divisions have searchlight detachments which are
equipped with new searchlights. The latter are sbout two meters ia
diemeter. XHach searchlight unit has its own mobile central electric
gonerator. In addition to new cennon, Soviet anti-alrcraft unite are
ermed with Lieavy machine guns which fire six rounds at every shot (eio).

25X1A6a g : Perhaps this means that oix barrels are mounted

on ons mount.
Infantry

8. It is estimated that thers are about 150 divisions of infantry in the
Soviet Army. These divielons are furnishéd with new types of wezpons
developed since the end of the Second World Wer. They are exceedlngly
nobile and elmost entirely motorized. :

9. The riflee with which the individuel infentryman wes ecuipped in the
1pst war are now being repleced by eub-machine guns. Moreover, the
aumber of heavy sub~machine guns hes been increased to the ratio of
one to every four soldiers, and there is now one heavy machine gun to
every ten infantrymen. : :

10. There has been an importent chenge in the compoeition of recently formed
infantry units. In every infentry battelion there has besn placed a
specisl anti~tenk detachment, shoud equal to a compary in strenith. This
detachment 1s armed with the moet recent type of modern weapons, including
a ney 25 mm anti-tank rifle.

11. ™e anti-tank compeny which is attached to an infentry regiment has
recently been furnished with a new type of weepon, & 98 mm cennon which
4p reportedly very effective in piercing tenk armor:. These ctmon have
beon recently observed to be guite common in units destined for anti-
tank defense. (NN Coxucnt: It eeems unlikely that the Soviets
would use two gune B0 nearly slike in caliber as the 98 mm and the 100 mm.)

25X1A6a

12, A recent change has been made in the basic organization of en infantry
regiment. In addition to the stenderd anti-tank company, an ertillery .
battelion has been added to the regiment. These artillery battalions
are armed with new 75 mm, 127 mm, and 150 mm cannon.

Motiordzed Infaniry

13. Great cere is tsken in the organization of units of the motorized infantry..
Soldiers for these unita sre picked on a more selective basis than ordinpary
infantrymen, There are reportedly 40 divisions of motorised infantry.

These 40 divisions are incinded in the total figure of 150 infantry divisions
given above. The motorized units are called "units of Proletarian Infantry".

14, Bach regiment in & motoriged division has in its basic organization one
battalion of anti-tankc artillery ospable of carrying out independent,
offensive actions, one bastalion of field artillery, one anti-alrcreft
battalion, end one battalion of mortars. The mortar battallon ie equipped
with new grenade launchers, more powerful ani more destructive than those
in nee during the lest war. o

15. The individual soldier's weapone in a motorized infantry unit differ from
the reguler infentrymen's. Xach soldler will be furnished with a light
sub-machine gun. Bach group of three soldiere will have & light machine
gun, and every group of twelve will have & heavy machine gun of a new type.

16. Large elemonts of Caucasians are found in the motorized forves.

Sovlet Tank Forces

17. Soviet tank forces have been re-grouped into 30 tank divislons. Thece
30 divisions sre orgenized as followas?

fAprrayefld A Relaash 19P HIURP 1EARREH2:08436808320020R0498-0
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It is reported that Soviet military suthorities have recently decided
not to increase the number of tank divisions, since 1t has been proved
in the past that every tank costs more to counstruct than 15 guns with
trucks required %o move them, 1In weighing thé relative merite of nearly
four complete batteries of artillery versus one hesvy tank, Soviet
military authorities have definitely decided in favor of the artillery.
A major effory 4s being made to develop a mibile ertillery force. On
:he other hand, no effort is being made %o expand the present tank

ores. .

Soviet Alrborme Infantry
There are 20 divisions of airborne troops and 10 divieions of paratroopers.
411 of these troops are under the command (s#ic) of a German gemeral who
wag formerly in command of German paratroop forces. The main objective

of these troops is the destruction 4n as short a time as poesible of
eneny atomic energy installations.

The equinment of these 30 divieions is very up-to-date. RBach goldier
1s armed with a special machine gun, very short and light. These troops
elso ere supplied with heavy machine guns, bomb-throwers, end artillery
Pleces vhich msy be reassembled easily ané guickly after they have been
dropped. '

et ine O

The present Soviet Marine Corps is composed of ten divisions made up of
young elements which have boen trained in all the technicques of the
service for sbout two years; namely, in landing on enewy territory, in
defending coastal positione, and 4in other amphidious tasks. The Merine
Corps 1z reported to be responsible for guarding the entire comst of the
Soviet Union.

The landing shipa with which the Marines are supplied are very similar
to American types and probably were based on plans used for the con-
struction of American types. It 4s not emsy to estimate the total mumber
of landing eraft 4in use; e large number. of them sre s3till in the
process of construction. Three hundred end fifty medium tonnsge ships
wlll probebly be in operation at some future time.

The weapons of the Marine Corps units are identical with those of the
motorized divisions. In gemeral, the marines are wall supplied with
armg. Moreover, they are given the most recent types. As soon as each
ney plece of equipment is developed, it is sent to the marines in order
that they may become familiar with it. -

Besides the amphibious troops,there are airborne units in the Marige

Corps. These troops are mssigned the task of holding a position for
a short time and preparing it for the landing of other Marine :‘L’orcesa
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